CHAPTER XXHL

LAST WEEK OF JESUS.

JESUS did in fact set out with his disciples to see once more, and
for the last time, the unbelieving city. The hopes of his com-
panions were more and more exalted All believed, in going up
to Jerusalem, that the kingdom of God was about to be realised
there.* The impiety of men being at its height, was regarded as
a great sign that the consummation was at hand. The persuasion
in this respect was such, that they already disputed for precedence
in the kingdom 2 This was, ib is said, the moment chosen by
Salome to ask, on behalf of her sons, the two seats on the
right and left of the Son of man.3 The Master, on the other hand,
was beset by grave thoughts. Sometimes he allowed a gloomy
resentment against his enemies to appear; he related the parable
of a nobleman, who went to take possession of a kingdom in a far
country; but no sooner had he gone than his fellow-ci&ent
wished to get rid of him. The king returned, and commanded
those who had conspired against him to be brought before him,
and had them all put to death.* At other times he summarily
destroyed the illusions of the disciples. As they marched along
the stony roads to the north of Jerusalem, Jesus pensively pre-
ceded the group of his companions. All regarded Mm in sileno^

Luke xix. 11.                                           * Luke mrii. 24,

1 Matt, xx 20, and following; Mark*. 35, and following.
4 Luke Tix, 12-27.